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a small portion of Finnish territory was transferred to tl
Soviet Union, most of it being included in the new Finn
Karelian Republic (sec p. 563). Before the German invasi<
of the U.S.S.R. in 1941 the U.S.S.R. had obtained the rig
to establish garrisons in the Baltic States, which eventual
elected to become incorporated in the Soviet Union as Sovi
Republics, retaining their .own governments. The Vilr
district was restored to Lithuania.
The strategical considerations outlined above, which bin
the Baltic republics to the U.S.S.R., are the direct outcoir
of the fact that the Baltic countries consist of an extension <
the Russian Plain, not separated from the main mass by an
natural defences or physical barriers. This factor has ha
important economic consequences, which have created eve
greater ties, outlined below, between Russia and the Baltic land
The Plain here forms part of the great Baltic moraine zon
(see p. 32), with a landscape of morainic hills with glacis
lake basins and boulder clay and sandy lowlands betwee:
them,   and   occasional  plateaux   of Palaeozoic  rocks,   onl
partially or not at all covered with glacial material.  The lo^
plateau of Estonia, and the islands off the coast which fora
remnants of it, were denuded of soil by the advancing io
during the Great Ice Age.   It is separated by a depression
filled with  glacial sands  and  gravels,  from  the  Livoniai
Plateau to the south.   Along the eastern frontier of Estonia i
Lake Peipus, drained by the river Narva.   Where the rivei
falls some twenty feet at Narva, near its mouth, a hydro*
electric station has been built.  Lake Peipus itself is in a large
glacial lake basin, with a floor of sands and clays.   It extends
along the eastern edge of the plateau towards the West Dvina
river. Glacial lake deposits also occur around the Gulf of Riga,
itself once a lake-bed, and along the western border of the
Livonian Plateau.  The soils of the lake-beds and,depressions
are relatively fertile, while those of the plateaux are poor.  The
eastern part of Latvia contains considerable portions of end-
moraine country, with numerous lakes, marshes,, and poor,
forest-covered soils. Lithuania is largely occupied by the basin
of the important river Niemen.